
   World War I took place in Europe.  It started in 1914.  The Central Powers 
(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire fought against 
the Allies (Great Britain, France, Italy, Portugal, Russia, and Serbia) The 
United States was drawn into 
the war in 1917 when Germany 
sunk several U.S. ships. 

 This newspaper to the right is  
 the front page of the Cleveland  
 Plain Dealer dated April 3, 1917. 

    When President Woodrow Wilson 
declared war, all young men between 
the ages of 21 and 30 were required  to register for  the  draft.  The United 
States  was  unprepared at  that time, to  fight a major war.  Sixteen training  

-Banner from the Scioto Gazette, Camp Sherman Issue, October 1917



camps were set up across the country to train these men for battle. 
  Chillicothe was selected as an army camp location because just north of 
town there was a large area of flat land, pure water, good drainage, and 
excellent railroad facilities. 
  The camp was to be named after Civil War General, William Tecumseh 
Sherman who was from nearby Lancaster, Ohio.   Soldiers from Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Tennessee would be sent there for military 
training. 
   The Camp entrance was at the intersection of Church and High Streets. 
The entrance gates can still be seen today.  Camp Sherman ran along St. Rt. 
104, almost to the Fairgrounds.  Construction of Camp Sherman began on 
June 29, 1917.   The first recruits arrived 2 ½ months later in mid 
September.  14,000 workers found jobs  
building the camp.  Chillicothe’s population rose  
from 16,000 to 60,000 as the workers & their  
families came to Chillicothe. (The population of  
Chillicothe today is about 21,000) It is said that 
a building was completed every twenty minutes.  
There were 1370 buildings when construction  
of Camp Sherman was final. 
   The World War I soldier was called a  
“doughboy.”  Camp Sherman housed 40,000  
doughboys and 12,000 horses and mules.   
Soldiers rose daily at 6:00 a.m.  Their day was 
spent in military drills and becoming handy with 
military equipment.   
   Camp life was not all work.  Many young  
men were away from home for the first time.  Everyone was encouraged to 
take part in the many recreational opportunities. The Camp had 11 Y.M.C.A’s, 
3 theaters, a bowling alley, singing clubs, a library, and many churches.  It 

"Doughboy" bugler at Camp Sherman

RossCountyHistoryDepot.edublogs.org        5/17
-2

http://RossCountyHistoryDepot.edublogs.org
http://RossCountyHistoryDepot.edublogs.org


RossCountyHistoryDepot.edublogs.org        5/17

really a city.   Soldiers often visited Chillicothe, which was good for local 
business. 
   In 1918 a flu epidemic swept across America.  Many people died.  The flu hit 
Camp Sherman near the end of September.   Within a month over 5,000 
soldiers became ill, over 1,100 died. 
   Shortly after the flu epidemic ended, an Armistice was signed on November 
11, 1918, which ended World War I.   On November 30, Chillicothe held a large  

Front page of the Scioto Gazette,  
November 11, 1918

This Y.M.C.A  Hostess House 
was one of eleven Y.M.C.A. 
buildings.

* Want more information on Camp Sherman? 
     The Rise and Fall of Camp Sherman by G. Richard Peck 
    You can visit: The Ross County Historical Society Museum  
        The Hopewell Culture National Historic Park. 
    The History Section at  http://www.chillicotheinfo.net  
     has information and pictures.
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celebration honoring all the soldiers at 
Camp Sherman. 
               By the early 1920’s, the military 
had no more use for Camp Sherman. 
  The land is still owned by the 
government today.   It is the home of 
the Veteran’s Administration Hospital, 
Hopewell Culture National Historic 
Park, Ross Correctional Institute, and 
Chillicothe Correctional Institute.
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Camp Sherman buildings 
stretched from the present V.A. 
Hospital on State Route 104 to 
Vine Steet and from the Scioto 
River to present Pleasant Valley 
Road. 

Map from G. Richard Peck’s 
booklet   The Rise and Fall of 
Camp Sherman by G. Richard 
Peck.

Do you recognize the location of  the entrance to Camp Sherman ?? 

St. Rt. 104/High Street
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