
What Did Tecumseh 
Look Like ? 
Tecumseh lived before 
the time of photographs. 
So there is no way to 
know if the paintings or 
sketches  that claim to 
be Tecumseh are the  
real thing.

     This painting was done 
by Besson J. Lossing.  
The face was taken from 
a sketch done by a 
French trader who had 
met Tecumseh.  Mr. 
Lossing added the British 
jacket and the medal.

    This is believed to be  
a picture of Tecumseh’s 
brother Tenskwatawa, 
also known as “The 
Prophet.”

The Story of Tecumseh                
     Tecumseh, which means “panther across the sky”, 
was a great Shawnee leader. Historians believe he was 
born in the year 1768 near what is now Springfield, 
Ohio. Legend says that a meteor shot across the night 
sky shortly after he was born. This sign from nature 
was used by his father, Pucksinwah,  to name the new 
baby.
     Tecumseh never lived in Ross County, but he would 
have passed through this land many times in his younger 
years.  His father, a Shawnee chief, was killed at the 
Battle of Point Pleasant in 1774 when Tecumseh was 
only about six years old. Chiksika, the oldest son, was 
with his father when he died.  He promised to raise 
Tecumseh as Pucksinwah would.  Chiksika did a good job 
of teaching him the many skills a young brave needed to 
know. Tecumseh became well known on the Ohio 
frontier as a fierce warrior and leader of his 
tribesmen.
     As more settlers moved into the Northwest 
Territory he and other Indians  became more and more 
upset about the loss of their land and their Indian way 
of life.  In 1795, the Greenville Treaty was signed by 
chiefs of most of the Ohio Indian tribes and the 
United States government. (Tecumseh would not sign.) 
The agreement pushed Indians into northwestern Ohio 
and the Indiana territory. 
    Tecumseh felt that the United States had to be 
stopped.  He and his brother “The Prophet” developed a 
plan to unite Indians west of the Appalachian 
Mountains.  Tecumseh spent several years traveling 
through what is now the southern & southwest United 
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States.  He visited different tribes, and asked warriors  to come to their 
village, Prophetstown, on the Tippecanoe River, in the Indiana territory.  There, 
they would take a stand against the Americans.  This would create such a 
strong army of Indians, that the Americans would be stopped from taking 
anymore of the Indian’s land. 
    Indiana Territory Governor William Henry Harrison was in charge of 
American troops in the Indiana territory.   He knew about Tecumseh.  The two 
had met several times.  Gov. Harrison had great respect for his abilities as 
leader and warrior. Gov. Harrison knew to keep a close eye on Tecumseh. He had 
been getting scouting reports on Tecumseh, the Prophet, and Prophetstown.  
The Governor was concerned about the growing numbers of Indians that were 
coming to Prophetstown.  He also knew that Tecumseh, the chief, would often 
leave his village for long periods of time.  What was going on?
      When Tecumseh was gone on his trips, he  placed his brother, the Prophet, 
in charge of the growing village.  Tecumseh and the Prophet had agreed that  
they would not make a move against Governor Harrison and his army until 
Tecumseh felt they had enough warriors and a plan of attack was in place.  
During one of Tecumseh’s trips away from the village, Governor Harrison moved 
his army closer to Prophetstown.  In the early morning of November 7, 1811, 
the Prophet decided to lead the warriors against the Americans in what would 
become known as the Battle of Tippecanoe.  It was a disaster!  Not only were 
the Indians defeated, but Prophetstown was burned to the ground by the 
Americans.  When Tecumseh came back he found many of the warriors had 
returned to their tribes.  The plan he had worked on for so many years was 
ruined.   
     In the next year a war (The War of 1812) developed between the British 
and the Americans.  Tecumseh and his remaining followers joined the British in 
hopes that they could defeat the Americans.  On  October 5, 1813, near the 
Thames River in Ontario, Canada, Tecumseh met up with Governor Harrison for 
the last time.  At the Battle of the Thames, Tecumseh was killed by one of 
Harrison’s men.  Tecumseh’s fellow warriors carried his body off the battlefield 
and buried it in an unknown place nearby.
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This map from the book, Tecumseh, Shawnee War Chief by Jane Fleischer, gives 
an overall view of where Tecumseh spent most of his life.
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