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A Kid’s Guide  
to the Ohio & Erie Canal 

in Chillicothe

W. Water Street during the Canal Era



 The cover drawing by Charles Foster from about 1840, shows the 
canal along Water St. before the Great Fire of 1852.  The fire destroyed all 
the buildings in this part of Water St.  This drawing is of great value to 
local historians because  are no pictures of Water St. prior to the fire.

      This publication was created as an educational resource for the Ross  
 County Connections local history program. This is a nonprofit endeavor to  
 enrich students understanding of the significance of local history. 
      Many of the pictures and illustrations included in this guide were   
 provided as a courtesy by the Ross County Historical Society and the   
 Roscoe Village Foundation for use in this educational publication only. 
    Please direct any questions to Julie Lambert  at coverlet@horizonview.net  
 or Terressa Reep at reepterressa@yahoo.com . 

Resources used: 
The Canal- Its Rise and Fall in Ross County by John R. Grabb 
The Big Ditch-Small Stories of the Ohio Canals by Jim Baker 
Water St., Chillicothe, Ohio-Its Buildings & Its People by Patricia Fife Medert 
Ohio & Erie Canal, A Brief History 1831-1907 by Mayor Margaret Planton  
National Park Service Websites: 
 http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Ohio_and_Erie_Canal?rec=778 
Ohio Historical Society Website: 
 http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Ohio_and_Erie_Canal?rec=778 
Horizonview: 
 http://www.horizonview.net/~ihs/Transportation/Transp-Canals.html 
Chillicothe City Guide & Business Directory: 
 http://www.chillicotheinfo.com/ 
National Canal Museum website: 
 http://www.canals.org/ 
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The Canal Era in Ross County 
1831-1907 

      Canal St. . .Three Locks Rd. . .old canal warehouses. . . Water St. . . 
Poland Park . . . all leftovers from a grand era in Chillicothe and Ross 
County’s history.  The Ohio and Erie Canal brought much prosperity to 
Chillicothe and Ross County.   

 *Farmers throughout the area prospered by selling their corn, wheat 
 and livestock.  

 *Mills sprung up along the canal to grind the farmers grains. 

 *Merchants were able to provide their customers with a greater 
 variety of merchandise, which in turn created greater profits for 
 them. 

 *A number of the buildings and grand homes that still line our  
downtown streets were built by the merchants and business people who 
profited from the commerce brought to our community by the  canal.   

 *An improving economy also meant jobs for many.    

  

 The Canal Era was a great period in our community’s history! 
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The Ohio & Erie Canal 
A Solution to Ohio’s Economic Woes 

 In the early 1800s, many people in Ohio were farmers.  They raised 
a lot of produce and livestock, but couldn’t find enough buyers for their 
goods locally. They needed to sell their goods outside Ohio, but it was too 
expensive to ship them. The farmers of Ross County had the benefit of 
the Scioto River for shipping their goods, but it could not always be 
counted on.  Even today, the river is only high enough for boat traffic 
after heavy rains or snowfalls. 
  Thomas Worthington and 

other Ohio leaders proposed that 
Ohio build a canal system like the 
Erie Canal which had recently been 
started in the state of New York.  
Their idea was that waterways would 
be dug across the state which would 
connect most parts of Ohio to the 
Ohio River or Lake Erie.  Once 
finished, farmers and merchants 
would be able to easily ship their 
products to these ports.  From these 
ports, markets in all points of the 
country and even the world would be 
open to them.   
 By 1825 plans for a canal 
system had been made and approved.  
The Canal Era in Ohio was about to 
begin! 
 

 Thomas Worthington, Ohio’s 
6th Governor, had worked hard to 
make the canal a reality.  Sadly he 
died in 1827 and was not able to see 
the benefits the Ohio and Erie 
Canal brought to Ross County.
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 In 1825, the digging for the canal began.   Two  primary canal routes 
would be dug: the Miami and Erie in the western part of the state and the 
Ohio and Erie in the central and eastern part.  Each primary canal would 
have a number of feeder canals which would create more access to the 
canal. Lucky Ross County would have the Ohio and Erie Canal pass right 
through it’s center.  Good times were ahead!!!

3

Miami & Erie Canal 

Ohio & Erie Canal 

Feeder Canals

Key 

Map from The Big Ditch,  
Courtesy of the Roscoe Village Foundation
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Dig In! 
   Digging a canal for transportation of people and goods was not a new idea.  
Ohio could use the just completed Erie Canal in New York state as a guide 
for building the canal here.

   The canal was dug entirely with 
man power.  There were no 
machines at that time to help in 
moving the earth.  The long days of 
digging was a hard way to make a 
living.  There was also a lot of 
sickness. Malaria caused the death 
of many of the workers.  At one 
point, there were so few workers 
that prisoners were given shorter 
sentences if they agreed to work 
digging the canal.

   The canal boats  
would be pulled by mules 
or horses who walked 
along the towpath.

From The Big Ditch, courtesy of the Roscoe Village Foundation

From The Big Ditch, courtesy of the Roscoe Village Foundation
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From The Big Ditch, courtesy of  
the Roscoe Village Foundation

Canal Locks

5

   A lock keeper was on duty to  
operate the lock as needed. 
Opening and closing the locks 
was hard work!  

How the Lock Gate Worked

Courtesy of the Cuyahoga Valley Association
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 A number of locks were built along the Ohio and Erie Canal as it 
passed through Ross County.

  35

  36

  37

  38

  39

  40

  41

  42

  43

         Worthington/ 
         Marfield Lock  

         Marfield Lock 

Marfield Locks , located in area now known as Frenchtown                        

Rt. 104 North

Tow Path

Fourth St.  Lock. located where 
Sack N Save parking lot now stands. 

Fourth Street Locks

Upper Lunbeck Lock

Lower Lunbeck Lock, near 
Renick Lane

Tomlinson’s Locks 
located on  
Three Locks Rd.

Illustration from the 1875 Ross County Atlas which shows 
Tomlinsons three locks and dam.

Water St.

Rt
. 1
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Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

Photo courtesy of the Ross County 
 Historical Society.

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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Fifth St.  Lock.  
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 Very often a stream of water called a “race” flowed to the side of the 
lock.  Mills were built along side the locks to take advantage the water power  
produced by the “race.”            The water from the race would 

rush over a large wheel, which would 
then turn the giant mill stones, 
which would then grind the grains 
into flour or meal. 
 William and Thomas McCague 
built a mill known as the “Frame 
Mill” along the canal’s Fourth St. 
l ock .  The i r m i l l p roduced 
“Superfine Flour” which had been 
selling locally for $3.25 a barrel.  
He began shipping his flour  to out 
of state markets on the canal. By 
1832 there was such a demand in 
the New York markets for their 
high quality flour that it was selling 
for $8.00 a barrel! 

Lock 
Race

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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Aqueducts

   An aqueduct was built over Paint 
Creek just south of Chillicothe in 
1832. It was washed away in an 
1884 flood and had to be rebuilt.

 Bridges
   The canal cut right through populated areas of Chillicothe. Bridges were 
built for pedestrians  and street traffic to cross the canal.  At one time 
there were nine bridges in Chillicothe.  In the early canal days the bridges 
were built of wood.  These needed repairs often and were replaced by iron 
bridges.  Some bridges like the one on page 26 were high enough for boat 
traffic to pass under, but most were “turn bridges.”  When a boat 
approached. the bridge  
tender’s job was to operate  
a wheel that turned the  
bridge in a manner that let  
the boat pass by. 
   This picture shows the  
turn bridge at Mulberry St. 
The little building at the  
far right was the watch  
house where the bridge tender sat.  The large building still stands today, it 
houses the Old Canal Smokehouse restaurant. 

From The Big Ditch, courtesy of the Roscoe Village Foundation
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Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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A Different Kind of Horse Power!

   Canal boats were pulled by a team of two or more, mules or horses who walked 
along the tow path which bordered the canal.  Horses were sometimes used for 
the passenger packets but mules were preferred.  They were always the choice to 
tow cargo boats which had a much heavier load. Freight boats would have two sets 
of animals who would each  work  about  six  hour  shifts. When the teams weren’t 
working they would rest in a special compartment on the boat.  
  The animals were guided by a mule drivers, sometimes referred to as “hoggees”. 
Boys, often members of the canal boat owner’s family, frequently filled the 
position.  It was their job to keep the animals moving at a steady pace, but not 
over the 4 m.p.h. speed limit. 

   A young James Garfield, worked as a hoggee and a canal 
boat crewman at the age of sixteen.  Not only was it hard 
work, but James fell overboard fourteen times!  He 
determined that it would be easier to make a living using his 
brain rather than this physical work.  He continued to work 
hard, supporting himself through college, eventually 
becoming a minister, then a lawyer.  In 1880, he was elected 
the 20th President of the United States. 

Two canal boats 
are pulled by 
teams of mules 
which are guided 
by hoggees.
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Mules Were Preferred 
 Mules and horses were were used to tow boats along the canal.  Mules 
which were a mix between a donkey and a horse, proved to have many 
advantages.  They ate and drank less than horses. Mules can do the work of 
a horse while consuming 1/3 less food (hay and grain mixed with molasses). 
They also are more disease-resistant and more sure-footed so less likely to 
be injured by a fall. Unlike horses, which could wear out quickly, mules 
preferred to work at slower, steadier speeds (2-3 miles per hour), and were 
thus able to cover greater distances and work longer hours. 
 The principal advantage of horses was their greater speed. Many 
passenger carrying packet boats utilized horses rather than mules, but their 
operators were forced to change teams at regular intervals. Mules are very 
strong. They combine the strength and size of a horse with the intelligence 
and endurance of a donkey. One mule by itself can pull 60-65 tons on water.  
A typical canal boat weighed about 20 tons empty and could haul up to 95 
tons of coal.  Two mules could easily pull 120 tons on water. 
 Mules are known to be stubborn. Their stubbornness is their strong 
self-preservation instinct. If you try to push a mule past his/her endurance 
they will sit down until they are rested or until the problem has been 
resolved to their satisfaction. Mules were work animals and valuable assets  
to a canal boat captain. 
 Mules can live up to 35 years of  
age. Some mules might work for more  
than two decades on a canal. Most  
began work when they were  
3 or 4 years old. 

10
Courtesy of the National Canal Museum
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Different Purpose, Different Boat
 Canal boats were all about the same size.  They measured a little over 14 
ft. wide and no more than 78 ft. long.  The boats were often operated by their 
owner.  There were three  categories of canal boats: freight, passenger, and 
state maintenance. 

   Freighter Boats

   Just what was transported on the 
Ohio and Erie Canal. This public notice 
by the Chillicothe toll collector in the 
August 19, 1835,  Scioto Gazette, gives 
us a list of items on which tolls were 
paid in the previous month of July. 
Primary or Secondary??? 
   Is this public notice a Primary or 
Secondary historical source? Explain 
your answer.(Hint:Check the definition of each 

in your  book)

11 Scioto Gazette, August 19, 1835



Different Purpose, Different Boat

   "Passengers packets",  as they were called, charged passengers several 
cents a mile. They traveled no faster than the speed limit of  4 miles an hour.  
At that rate, a trip to Waverly would take  at least 2.5 hours.

  Passenger Packets

  Passengers paid about one and a half 
cents a mile to travel on the passenger 
packets.  The fare included meals and 
a place to sleep.  Canal boat passengers 
often sat on top of the cabins to enjoy 
the scenery and fresh air. 
   The canal made travel to Chillicothe 
much easier.  Immigrants coming into

      This advertisement for the packet boat 
“Dolphin” first appeared in the Scioto 
Gazette on July 18, 1832. The packet leaves 
Chillicothe at 5 A.M. headed for Columbus for 
a $2.00 fare. 

12

the New York harbors could ride the Erie Canal through New York state to 
Lake Erie, then travel down the Ohio & Erie Canal to Chillicothe.  During the 
canal era quite a few immigrants, many of them German, made Chillicothe 
their new home.

  Of great importance were the State Boats that patrolled the canal 
checking the condition of the bridges, aqueducts, locks, and canal beds.  
Canal repair boats would then be sent to make the needed repairs.

 State Maintenance Boats
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   There were a variety of freight and passenger boats with many different 
purposes traveling the canal. Some families chose to live in canal houseboats.  
Bartholomew Conley sold groceries from his houseboat which was docked at 
the corner of Mill and Park Streets (now Yoctangee Blvd.)  Mr. H.W. Smith 
was known as “The Floating Artist.”  He would travel from town to town via 
the canal, offering his photography services upon his canal boat. He 
advertised his specialty was Children’s Pictures. 
  Show boats also travelled the canal.  In the 1860s, a canal boat which was 
home to “Bob Carter’s Dog Show” would pull into town, sell tickets for 
several performances, then move on to the next canal town. 

Different Purpose, Different Boat

   It is not known for sure if 
the circus ever travelled  to 
Chillicothe by way of the canal. 

BUT! 
The Scioto Gazette did report 
that during a circus visit to  
Chillicothe in the 1880’s,  local 
towns people enjoyed watching 
the elephants take their baths 
in the canal!

13

From The Big Ditch, courtesy of the Roscoe Village Foundation

  Canals carried almost anything 
you could think of at one time or 
another, including circuses! 
   It was a grand sight to seen 
barges approaching a town with 
bands playing, clowns, animals, 
etc. 
   It was also good business for 
the circus.  Canal travel was 
inexpensive and direct, to say 
nothing of the crowd appeal of a 
circus floating into town on canal 
boats . . .
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From The Big Ditch, courtesy of the Roscoe Village Foundation

The Canal Kickstarts Ohio’s Economy

  The Ohio-Erie Canal came right 
through the middle of Chillicothe and 
Ross County in 1831.   The coming of the 
canal brought a lot of prosperity to Ross 
County.   
   Before the canal, a local farmer could 
sell a bushel of wheat locally for only   
$ .10 . Once the wheat cou ld be 
transported by way of the canal to 
markets outside of the area, the price 
rose eventually to $1.00 a bushel.         
Grains, such as corn and wheat, and 
barrels of salted pork became the areas 
biggest exports. 

   Item   Cost before the Canal  Cost in 1839 

Wheat   $.10 per bushel   $1.00 per bushel 

Corn    $.06 to .08 per ton   $.62 per ton 

Hay    $2.00 to 3.00 per ton  $10.00 per ton 

Farm     $5.00 to 6.00   $15.00 
Hand’s Wage   per month    per month

The Canal Made a Difference

Information is  from “The Canal- Its Rise and Fall in Ross County by John Grabb,  Scioto Gazette, January 13, 1839
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 Once completed, the whole canal system cost 41 million dollars. There 
was also the constant cost of repairs to  the canal.  A fee called a “toll” was 
charged at a number of stops along the way called “ports” .  The toll was 
based on what the boat was transporting and was collected by the toll 
collector at each port.  
 The chart below shows the amount of toll money that was collected at 
the Port of Chillicothe during several months in 1834 and 1835.  

Tolls Paid at the Port of Chillicothe 
  

   Month    1834    1835 

   March  $ 528.18  $  481.12 

   April      779.64   1,459.77 

   May    1,349.98   2,301.65 

   June      703.99   1,650.14 

   July       217.29   1,265.29 

    TOTAL     $3,589.08         $7,157.99 

       

      Net Increase 

Information is  from “The Canal- Its Rise and Fall in Ross County by John Grabb 
         Scioto Gazette, August 19, 1835

The Cost of Doing Business  
on the Ohio & Erie Canal
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Philadelphia

New
York

To
New

Orleans

Ohio & Erie Canal 
Water Route to/from New York 
Water Route to/from Philadelphia 
Water Route to/from New Orleans

Chillicothe

   As farmers and mills were busy shipping 

their products TO outside markets, local 
merchants were able to fill their shops 
with goods easily shipped FROM 
Philadelphia, New York, and New Orleans.    

16

Shipping Routes from Chillicothe by Way of the Ohio & Erie 

 The prosperity the canal brought to Ross County meant its citizens had more money 
to spend.   The goods that arrived on the canal boats provided Chillicothe merchants  
with a wider variety to offer in their shops.   

Scioto Gazette May 19, 1835
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Kids N’ The Canal
 Canal boatmen often took their families with  them as they made their 

living on the canal.  They would help with the cooking, loading of goods and 

sometimes the boys would work as the hoggee, guiding the horses or mules along 

the tow path.  When the work was done there was always time for some 

swimming, fishing, or just sitting back and enjoying the ride along the canal.

Children were ofter “tethered” or chained 
to the boat to prevent them from falling 
overboard!

17

  A young hoggee tending to his mules.

Three boys enjoy 
fishing in the canal 
at the corner of 
Water and Walnut 
Streets.

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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Winter Comes to the Canal 

Ice skaters on the frozen canal.

   Boat traffic on the canal came to a stand still during the winter months.  
The canal was only four feet deep in many parts and would freeze easily once 
the cold temperatures of winter set in. Skating on the frozen canal was a 
favorite pastime. 
   In February, 1872, the Scioto Gazette reported that five Chillicothe boys: 
Elbridge and Walter Butler, William Tolls, Lewis Jackson, and Thomas 
Simmons, left Chillicothe at 10:00 in the morning, skated on the canal to 
Circleville, ate dinner with relatives, and were back in town by 6:00 in the 
evening.  A distance of 44 miles! 
  Winter was also a time to do repair work on the damaged canal bed.  These 
canals would be emptied prior to the freezing weather.  The winter of 1852, 
the canal which ran through Chillicothe had been emptied for just that 
reason.  This proved to be a great misfortune for business district which 
lined Water St.

http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org  8/3/17

http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org
http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org


   1852 was a year of major news events in 
Ross County.  The first railroad came to town, 
a record reading of -26° was measured that 
winter and on April 1, a great fire swept 
through downtown Chillicothe, destroying or 
damaging many homes and businesses.   
   The fire started in John Watts carpentry 
shop. (A) Wood shavings caught on fire, which 
soon engulfed the shop in flames.  It was a 
very windy day and the fire spread quickly.  
Burning cinders were carried from building to 
building by the wind, which made it difficult 
to predict which direction the fire would go 
next.  Several citizens, in anticipation of the 
fire moving toward their homes, moved their 
furniture into the streets, only to have their 
homes spared and belongings burned by 
falling cinders.  The map shows how cinders  
blew across town to a home and rope factory 
(H) on Bridge St., then east of Bridge St. to 
James Baker’s slaughter house.(I) 
  Most of the firefighting was done by 
pouring buckets of water on their roofs and  
on the fires.  The canal had been drained for 
maintenance and the fire engines could not 
reach the river. 
   The fire was devastating, many lost their 
businesses,homes and belongings. Chillicothe’s 
spirit emerged, and the downtown area was 
rebuilt. 

Area destroyed by fire

(A)

(H)

(I)

Map from The Great Fire, Chillicothe, Ohio, 1852 
by B. F. Sproat
Courtesy of the Ross Co. Historical Society
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            Benjamin Sproat’s “Inside Story” 
       Benjamin Franklin Sproat was a young boy when  
    the Great Fire devastated the downtown, but had  
    always held a great interest for him.  He found the  
    historical and newspaper accounts of the fire gave  
    only facts and figures about damages of the day.  He 
    was more interested about what  people experienced .   
    When Benjamin would come upon a person who had  
    been an eye-witness during the fire he would make 
notes of their personal experiences.  He used these many interviews to write 
an article which he said gave a “personal touch” to the tragic day.  This 
article is included in the Ross Co. Historical Society’s publication, The Great 
Fire, Chillicothe, Ohio, 1852.  The following accounts are from Benjamin’s 
article. 

John H. West’s reminiscence . .  
   “I was 27 years old at the time of the fire and had a blacksmith shop on 
Walnut street at the corner of the alley between Water and Second streets, 
where Bob Blackburn kept for so many years.” 
   “I did the iron work on wagons and John Wurster did the wood work in his 
shop on West Water, a few doors east of High.  I had just finished a wagon 
by putting in the last pin and started to dinner, my home being on West Main 
street.  I left one man, the father of George Fels, in charge of the shop and 
had gotten only as far as Second street when I heard the alarm of fire 
behind me and ran back.” 
   “The back part of my shop was within six feet of John Watt’s carpenter 
shop where the fire broke out.  His shop was on the rear end of the lot where 
Mrs. Romain Safford lived. (121 W. Second St.)  Watt had six or seven 
employees, and all had gone to dinner, excepting one man.  The stove was in 
the middle of the room and this man put an armful of shavings into it, which, 
when they caught on fire, blew open the door of the stove, throwing burning 
embers on the floor which was littered with other shavings.  The man had 
only time to run for his life.” 

20
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   “My shop caught fire from a window in the east wall of Watt’s shop and 
was the second building on fire.” 
   “There were nearly a dozen horses in the back part, some already shod.  
My man turned them all loose and none was burned although the shed was on 
fire before all got away.  When I reached the shop a few other men had 
arrived and helped me to run the wagon I had just finished across the 
street.  We saved most of the tools too.  Then the Reliance engine came.  
After looking at the fire at various places, I went down to Lansing’s corner 
and while standing there, I observed a curl of flame starting outside of a 
window of the Odd Fellow’s room, just above the drug store (S.E. Corner 
Paint and Second St.).  The door of the room was locked and there was 
apparently no way of reaching  the flame, but I picked up a half brick, aimed 
carefully and it struck the blaze and extinguished it.”   

George Perkins’ was six years old at the time of the fire but remembers it 
well . .  
   “I was a very small boy at the time but remember distinctly the 
excitement and terror of the people of Chillicothe on that day.  I lived with 
my uncle on Main street, east of the canal.  The water had been ‘let out’ and 
we youngsters were catching craw-tads in the canal bed, when the alarm of 
fire was given.  I ran home and watched the great black clouds of smoke that 
hung over the town.  The people were running up town and crying ‘Fire! Fire!’.  
The engines were manned but could not reach water.  The engine ‘Rescue’ 
rolled down the river bank into the ‘old bed’ of the river, while the Reliance’ 
was abandoned and burned on Water street near Walnut.  I ventured to the 
corner of Main and Paint streets.” 
   “Looking up Paint a wall of flame from Second to Water streets filled the 
street.  The wind was a gale and the sheet of flame was horizontal.  It 
seemed to me a solid block of fire.  Word soon came that McDougal’s house 
on East Water street, between Mulberry and Hickory, was burning.  The wind 
had carried burning shingles that far.” 

  * Want to read more?  The Great Fire by B.F. Sproat is available at the 
Ross County Library  or for purchase at the Ross Co. Historical Society.

21
http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org  8/3/17

http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org
http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org


Busy as a Beehive 

    Water St. to the east and west was the center of business in early Chillicothe.  

The canal only added to its importance.  

was destroyed by the Great Fire of 1852.  The engraving shows the W. Water 

St. businesses, the canal and tow path and the old Scioto River Channel, in 

what is now Yoctangee Park. 

  1839 W. Water St. was the home  

of a variety of businesses:  

a three story glass & china store   

grocery shops & wholesalers 

several dry goods stores, a hotel,    

a bakery, the toll collector, a hatter 

a hardware store, an oyster shop  

& several residences. 

22

Scioto Gazette, March 3, 1881

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

   The engraving to the left by 

Charles Foster is one of four done 

of Chillicothe around 1839.  This is 

of great value because none of these 

buildings still stand.  (This  picture also 

appears on the front cover)This street 

and much of the business district 
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   The Great Fire of 1852 destroyed all the buildings on East and West 
Water Streets.  The buildings which line the street today were all built 
after this terrible tragedy.  Most of them were present during the canal era. 

   This building at 56 W. Water St. was actually two buildings during the 
canal era.  The business on the left was a grocery wholesaler.  Large supplies 
of groceries were shipped by way of the canal and stored here to be sold to 
the many merchant grocers in town.   
   The cargo would be taken off the  
canal boat right in front of the building,  
then lifted by a “block & tackle” pulley  
to the second floor  for storage.   
   There were many warehouses which  
stored goods of all kinds in Chillicothe 
during the canal era.  These second and  
third floor loading doors can be seen in 
canal era buildings along the canal 
path. 

Pulley was mounted here.
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Sack N 
Save

The Ohio and Erie Canal’s Path Through Chillicothe

1

2

3 4 5 6

1
        Canal Route    Matches to a picture on  
        the following pages.
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8

7

Map courtesy of the Ross Chillicothe Convention & Visitors Bureau

http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org  8/3/17

http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org
http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org


   This house was identified as 346 Park St.   Its present address is 346 
Yoctangee Blvd.  The owner of the house sits in a rowboat  in the canal. The 
small house next to it is also present today.

     The canal traveled south along Rt. 104 through Frenchtown, then 
followed a path which is now covered by Yoctangee Blvd.  

1

25

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

2

This turnbridge crossed the canal at Mill St.  This picture was taken in 
1908.  The year before, damage due to high water, had brought an end to 
the canal in Chillicothe.  The Chillicothe Bottling Co. sits in the background 
at the SW corner of what is now Mill and Yoctangee Sts.

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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   The canal then turned left at Walnut St. and traveled east along Water St.       
You can see the canal as it runs east along Water St.  Many of the buildings 
in this picture still line W.Water St.

3

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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4

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

   Canal picture from about 1858, looking west on Water St. from the 
entrance to Yoctangee Park.  The buildings are all new due to the fire in 
1852.  The canal is now covered by street.  The house on top of the hill is the 
Mountain House which was completed in 1852.
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   Looking east on Water St. a picture of a passenger packet resting in the 
canal.  The bridge in the picture leads from Paint St. into the park.  The tall 
building with the smoke stack behind it was the Standard Cereal Mill.  There 
is now a public parking lot where it once stood.

5

6

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

The bend in the canal near the intersection of Water  and Mulberry Streets.  
The Standard Cereal Mill is the tall building to the left.  The canal passed 
Mulberry St. and turned directly south, passing through the parking lot shown 
below.
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7

8
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  The canal continued to run parallel to Mulberry St. as it passed behind 
these warehouses.  Cargo could be loaded or unloaded right into the canal 
boat or warehouse from the large doors on all three floors.  The canal passes 
Main St. at the far end of the picture.

   A canal boat floats through what is now the Sack N’ Save parking lot on its 
way to Lock #37 just before 4th St.  The canal warehouse in the top picture 
can be seen in the background.

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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    Canal St. from Fourth St. marks the canal’s path as it passes two former 
Lock Tender’s houses which still stand. The canal’s path lead to lock # 38 
then on past Poland Park.  The area around Fourth, Fifth, and Mulberry 
Streets was home to many businesses due to the locks being present.  At one 
time there were several grain mills, wagon wheel company and a wooden pump 
company.  The cluster of all these businesses gave the area the name of the 
“corn exchange.” 

   Lock Tender’s home at 89 
Canal St. looks very much the 
way it would have looked during 
the canal era.

   Lock Tender’s home at 189 
E. Fifth St. as it looked many 
years ago.  The exterior has 
been changed.

9

9
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 A canal boat drifts past a farm just south of Chillicothe about 1900.  
The railroad tracks run along side the canal.  Much of the iron used to build 
the railroad tracks was brought to Ross County by way of the canal.

  The canal was the most popular form of produce transportation until the 
locomotive came along in the 1850’s. By 1860 Ohio was the leading state in 
the country in railroad milage.  For a time the canals and the railroads co-
existed but the railroad was so much quicker, could carry so much more and 
ran all year long.  The canal system could just not compete.  Their 
importance slowly declined until canals across Ohio were closed for good by 
1913.

The Canal Era Comes to an End

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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   The empty canal beds became a problem.  Old canal boats and other clutter 
collected in many places.  In 1916, a local motorist, Dr. Meggenhoffer, was killed 
when the car he was driving went off the road and rolled into the empty canal bed. 

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.

   The canal was still in use in 
Chillicothe at the turn of the 
century, however a flood in 
1907, drained the canals, 
which brought an end to their 
usage.  In the picture to the 
right,  the “Duck” has seen 
better days as it sits in the 
dried up canal bed along 
Water St.

What Happened to the Canal in Chillicothe 

31

Photo courtesy of the Ross County Historical Society.
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 By 1918, much of the canal bed in the city was filled in.  The canal bed 
along Water St.  was covered and buildings such as the Sherman Theater 
(above) were built on top.  In 1953, the theater and any other buildings along 
the north side of Water St. in that block were torn down and Water St. was 
made into the wide street it is today.

Looking west on Water St. from the corner of Paint and Water Streets.

32
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   The area, known to all of us who spent so 
many good times there, as Poland Park, was 
previously a turn basin for the old Ohio and 
Erie Canal.  The canal itself ran across the 
corner of Fifth and Hickory Streets, and the 
turn basin was filled by a hydraulic canal 
running on a diagonal from Paint Creek at Paint 
Street.     

Poland Park 
Excerpts from an article written by Anna Frey Stout 

    Anna Frey Stout grew up near Poland Park in the 1930s, she played there as 
a child and even met her husband Don at the park.  They later made their home 
on a street that bordered the park and Poland Park became a a playground for 
their children. 
   In the 1970s and 80s the park became run down to the   
point that children and families did not want to use the 

  The City of Chillicothe purchased this land from the State of Ohio for 
$4,000 following the closing of the canal. The park established here was named 
for William Poland, a businessman who had been instrumental in the formation 
of Yoctangee Park.  Through the years, Poland Park has been the center of 
much neighborhood activity.  At one time there was a men’s softball league and 
even a Poland Park tennis team.  Park supervisors were available in the 1940’s to 
oversee ping-pong, croquet, horseshoes, and the kids.  Evenings were filled with 
the sounds of children playing Red Rover, Kick-the-can, and Whipporwhill.  
There were even a few summers in which evening movies were shown.  During 
the 1970’s the park deteriorated, but in the 1990’s was revived for all of us to 
enjoy.

to get the city’s help in cleaning up their beloved park.  
After many Letters to the Editor, visits to the Mayor’s 
office and city council they were successful.

Anna’s high school graduation 
picture in the 1940s.33
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    Today, much of the canal across the state has disappeared. A trip to 
Roscoe Village near Coshocton, Ohio will bring the canal days back to life.

Roscoe Village Brings the  
Canal Back to Life!

   You can even take a ride on a canal boat!

34
http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org  8/3/17

http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org
http://rosscountyhistorydepot.edublogs.org

